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It's always fun to look back at old PC ads, right? Back when 48KB of RAM was a huge deal, or when a 450MHz processor was the norm, or when 10MB of storage space was more than anyone expected to fill in a lifetime. Nowadays I have several terabytes of storage capacity ... and it just keeps filling up. It's just video games. One of 2016's large-scale PC
game trends—emphasis on large—was the rapid inflation of download sizes and driving in footprints. It's becoming a problem, and one that's quickly putting PC games out of the reach of some people. Let's delve into why before you examine any potential solutions. Breaking the 50GB barrier Seagate Barracuda Pro 10TB This 10TB drive is really large and
amazingly fast (for a hard drive), and is also fragile on power consumption. All in all, it's the best consumer 3.5-inch internal hard drive we've ever tested by a long shot. I love our digital future. I really do. Moving to Steam and away from traditional retail channels has enabled a much more diverse gaming industry—releasing as small and meditative as
Wizardry! or as gun-happy as Doom reboot. It is allowed for the revival of long-dead genres like the isometric CRPG, leaving us with Wasteland 2 and Divinity: Original Sin and Pillars of Eternity. It's given us back B-games, in the middle of the market I thought died with THQ games like Shadow Warrior 2 and Obduction, too big to feel indie in the traditional
sense but still comparatively small when set up against games from Ubisoft and EA. And if I contrast the size of my Steam library with my not-so-huge apartment... yes, I'm pretty grateful my games don't take up physical space nowadays. I'd drown in jewel cases. 2016 gave way to some truly massive releases though—and again, I'm talking massive in terms
of hard drive footprints, not marketing dollars or shelf presence or whatever. The biggest I've seen: The Double-Packed Call of Duty: Infinite Warfare and Modern Warfare Remastered. Call of Duty: Infinite Warfare Call of Duty: Infinite Warfare - 75GB so you can get bored by this guy for six hours. Want to take a guess at how much space the couple requires?
Tighten yourself and tighten the hard drive, as it is 120GB. Yes, over 100GB of space to install the pair, with Infinite Warfare taking up 75GB of it all by itself. Just to break it down in more concrete terms: If the PC version of Infinite Warfare was released during the Xbox 360 era, it would have taken about ten DVDs to hold all that data. Even with Blu-ray, you
would need two dual-layer discs for Infinite Warfare alone. Others are not far behind. Gears of War 4? 73GB. Forza Horizon 3? 50GB. The above-mentioned Doom? 65GB. Hitman? Also sits at 65GB now that its first season is finished. Doom There's a reason games take up so much space, and we only have ourselves to blame for demanding ever-
increasing High-resolution textures and uncompressed sound are storage pigs. But it still stings a little, when a few years ago the games topped out at around 30GB and even that was a rarity. When Titanfall hit 50GB back in 2014, it literally made headlines. Respawn had to come out and explain why it was so big. (All the uncompressed sound!) Now it's
commonplace—and also a little puzzling. Solid-state units are getting cheaper every week, it seems, but that space still comes at a premium. Most people I know are running-on their site-a 500GB SSD. Factor in your OS install and a few programs and you've only got enough space for four or five of these massive games. Crazy. The original Titanfall made
headlines in 2014 for its 50GB install. More important, and more pressing, is the fact that it simply isn't possible for many people to download 50 GB of data a couple of times a month. I'm blessed with an excellent Internet connection here in San Francisco, but my colleague Brad Chacos doesn't have quite the same luck in New Hampshire, nor do most
people in the United States. A 50GB-plus game install could tie up your bandwidth throughout the day, or maybe several days. The situation is even worse if you have a data cap to contend with—a reality now for many in the US, thanks to Comcast's latest Oh gee, only one percent of our users need a terabyte of data per month lockdown. I bet a good chunk
of that one percent plays and installs a lot of video games. Even if you only install a single game every month, you're talking maybe 60GB to 70GB for the game itself, then a few more GB for them day one patches and probably some multiplayer matches. There is almost a tenth of your monthly 1TB usage, gone. But why? What irks me is that for many
people, these supersized installs are completely unnecessary. EVGA GeForce GTX 1060 GAMING (Single Fan) Sure, there are edge cases where performance might be better with uncompressed sound or textures (that was Titanfall's argument), but basically it's for enthusiasts with high-end hardware. If you're running a game on a single GeForce GTX
1060, do you really need assets destined for 4K? Probably not. If you play in English, do you need to install uncompressed audio for a dozen other languages? Nein, i'm sorry. And if you only ever plan to play single player, do you need all the multiplayer stuff too? Though it's largely finished on PC, the strange transition period between physical and digital
media has left us with some awkward baggage-namely, that we're still packet games as if they were pressed to disc, and everything has to be included in the box. A better model is easily obvious. Software already uses it, and has been for years. For example, when you go to installing Microsoft's Visual Studio, you get a long list of files that you may or may
not need. Select the ones you want, ignore the rest, and save yourself some device space. Visual Studio Pretty standard, right? So why not in games? Oh, we're just starting to see this modular approach in video games. Shadow of Mordor, for example, gets players to install the oversized HD Content Content if they had enough VRAM to make higher travel
textures viable. Fallout 4 does the same, with its recently announced 58GB (58GB!) high-resolution texture pack offered as an optional add-on. Steam Call of Duty-of-all-has decoupled its single player and multiplayer portions ever since Modern Warfare II. If you own any of the games in Steam, you'll notice, for example, separate entries for Call of Duty:
Black Ops II, Call of Duty: Black Ops II - Multiplayer, and Call of Duty: Black Ops II – Zombies. That method was unwieldy and left my Steam library a mess, but it's even cleaner now. Call of Duty: Black Ops III and Infinite Warfare simply listed their single-player and multiplayer modules as DLC, so you can uninstall it in the same way as any other add-on.
Steam I'm not saying these are the only-or even the best-solutions. But I offer them up to hopefully get us talking about this issue before it gets worse. The gaming industry must ease the burden of these gigantic installations. Let the people who want (and can manage) 80GB downloads continue as usual, but the flexibility of pc as a platform should mean that
there is a way for people who don't need the whole package to pick and choose, be it by accepting downgraded assets or by installing only one mode at a time, or whatever other developer might think of. The data-capped masses will thank you for that, developers—like our poor SSDs. Note: When you buy something after clicking links in our articles, we can
earn a small commission. Read our affiliate link policy for more details. Gaming is hugely popular, and free games even more. Below is a list of our picks of some of the best free PC games to download right now. Some of them are even portable, which means you can put them on a flash drive and play them anywhere. These titles include older and popular
commercial games that have been released as freeware, home-brew remakes of popular games and games released by independent developers. They are identified by their genres, such as first-person shooter, real-time strategy, role-playing, simulation and platformers. These are free PC games to download. You must save the game files to your computer
and install them before they can be used. These are not the same as free online games that can be played in your browser. Remember that each of these free download pc games only works when installed on your PC. This poses a risk compared to online gambling as it is possible that the game files may contain malware. Be careful when downloading
these files. Know how to scan your computer for viruses in case the need occurs, and always keep your computer up to date with the latest security patches. If you download a free game that won't open when you double click on it, chances are you need to extract the game from the archive because some of them will a RAR or ZIP file. ZIP files can usually
open no problem but RARs and other non-ZIP archives require a file unpacking programs like Several of these PC games free download pages have multiple download buttons but only one of them is actually valid; the others are most likely ads or links to other websites. If any links take you elsewhere without downloading the game, return to the download
link below and try another button. Eternal Daughter Platform Eternum Platform Phantom Subsection An Action Formido Strategy Little Fighter 2 Night Action Lord Monarch Strategy UFO 2000 Simulation Universal Combat Simulation Wild Metal Country Arcade Worm Wars 3 Arcade X Bomber Top-down Shooter X Operations First-Person Shooter Zelda
Classic Arcade 3D Desert Run Simulation Simulation Simulation
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